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Joel Hardin helped make tracking evidence more
prominent in the courts
Lauren Kronebusch lkronebusch@tdn.com  May 18, 2016

In the summer of 1981, 77-year-old Fannie Slotemaker was found raped, stabbed and beaten to

death in her Whatcom County home.

A few hours after finding Slotemaker’s body, police called in Joel Hardin, the most senior tracker with

the U.S. Border Patrol. They asked him to follow bloody footprints out of Slotemaker’s house and

advise them who to look for.

Hardin followed the footprints for a half a mile, across Slotemaker’s lawn, a plowed field and a

driveway, and through rows of raspberry vines. He found small items taken from the victim’s home

and, it appeared to Hardin, accidentally dropped, as if the killer had fallen as he fled.

Hardin told officers to look for a young Hispanic man, 5-foot-7 or 5-foot-8, and 140 to 160 pounds.

The man was familiar with the raspberry bushes and had been approached by a dog, which he

reassured, Hardin surmised.
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From left, search and rescue volunteers Ron Glaus, Dick Wilker and Carmen Kinch look for footprints staged in the sands near the
Talley Way industrial area as part of a training exercise.
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A few days later, 24-year-old Mario Ortiz was arrested on unrelated charges and subsequently

charged with Slotemaker’s murder. After three trials, Ortiz was convicted, and Hardin’s testimony

was upheld.

On Wednesday, Hardin brought his expertise to Cowlitz County. He trained a group of search and

rescue volunteers who are attending a statewide Search and Rescue conference hosted in Cowlitz

County this weekend. It is drawing hundreds of attendees from around the nation and the world.

Hardin, 76, is a revered longtime master tracker, a person who follows suspected criminals and

missing persons by their footprints, often in thick wilderness, without a dog, with little or inaccurate

information about the person he’s searching for, and with just a stick to measure the person’s

strides.

He’s been hired by federal and local law enforcement agencies to assist in suspect searches and

some 100 criminal investigations. He’s testified in about 25 court cases like Ortiz’s and trained

Special Forces. He now runs his own company, Joel Hardin Professional Tracking Services, in

Washington and trains future trackers, many of them search and rescue volunteers.

He helped win more recognition for tracking evidence in courts and has helped train a multitude of

new trackers. Before he began testifying in the 1970s, Hardin said tracking evidence was rarely

admitted in court.

“It’s not that the crime investigators don’t see what we see. They don’t recognize what (the signs)

mean,” Hardin argued. “The average person only is conscious of about a fifth of what they see. We’re

increasing their total consciousness.”

Hardin does that by teaching his trainees how to recognize the meaning of what they’re seeing. A

track can tell you, for example, whether someone was familiar with the environment or whether they

were running in panic.

“We don’t teach people to see things they didn’t see before,” Hardin said. “We teach them to

recognize and understand what (tracks) mean.”

Experienced trackers like Hardin can pick out tracks even after rain has scrubbed them away or snow

has hidden them. He can pick out the tiny footprints of an abducted child among a scramble of

footprints on a busy city sidewalk.

As part of their three-day training, volunteers searched for the paths of footprints Hardin laid out in

the sand pits south of the Talley Way industrial area in Kelso.

A trio of trainees set out Wednesday from their cars and walked several yards along the dead-end

road, surveying the gravel for footprints. They held their tracking sticks out from their hips and let

the sticks’ shadows guide where their eyes focused.

After 20 minutes, the trio of trainees placed eight tall orange sticks in the ground to mark the eight

footprints they’ve been able to pick out from the hard-packed gravel, sand and soft mulch.

Under one, a sandy depression was surrounded by hard-packed gravel, indicating a disturbance.

Under another, a tuft of moss had been flattened by a heel. Under another, footprints were outlined

by deep depressions in the soft brown mulch.
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“Tracking is a very simple process of seeing what’s in front of you with understanding so you’re able

to it explain to a jury with simplicity,” said Dick Wilker.

Wilker is a retired truck engineer and search and rescue volunteer from Idaho who’s known Hardin

for more than 30 years, since he took his first tracking class from Hardin’s late mentor, Ab Taylor, a

legendary tracker and former U.S. border agent. Since then, he’s trained with Hardin, whom he

admires immensely.

Indeed, without the more obvious footprints in the mulch, a novice tracker would miss the trail

entirely, as Carmen Kinch almost did.

Kinch, a retired U.S. Forest Service agent, and fellow trainee Ron Glaus, a retired criminal

psychologist from Salem, retraced their steps to retrain their eyes to detect the footprints they

missed on the first go.

When she returned to the beginning of the foot path, Kinch announced that she had found a new

footprint. It turned out the footprint was a fresh one made by Wilker, however.

“I’m glad you made it because the first time we did this I didn’t see” the first footprints, Kinch told

Wilker.

“You want the experience of finding the track,” Wilker told her. “It reinforces (that) yes, I can do this. I

believe in myself.”

And even the master acknowledged he’s still learning.

“I have learned a lot more about what I do by teaching others,” Hardin said.

Contact Daily News reporter Lauren Kronebusch at 360-577-2532.

You May Like

Why Doctors in the
Know No Longer
Prescribe Metformin
Vibrant Health Network

Rebel Wilson Shocks
The World After Losing
Over 100lbs
Hyperactivz

Ivanka Wishes These
16 Photos Were Never
Taken
Rival Share

I Finally Cured My
Fungus (And It Took 10
Minutes - Try It Now)
Fungus Shield Plus

Currents

Sponsored by Revcontent

https://tdn.com/users/profile/Lauren%20Kronebusch
http://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=itrKOOZIfvQbPnSAtNfxZI7Puam1OL2%2Fy%2FWRfO%2Fa%2FBnV6HbXMhRFzVAuUMchzBlIEElieNIK4OkcTAW6o435vZeTzPHNfE%2BRbTYgz%2FI5%2F8Y5gjkDsiy6nWrXPGH3kiN%2BIdoKbPl%2FUzgZsPzPe6PphrB2XmaEJLzZutx2uSrw2ahvEk7ziH2zviGfmkkDzdZSFnLqa%2Fkc0K6DCtVVadztkauxvV67S0gtp1zbCpVvuOQkRTcU6rR%2BvVF5ZG%2ByiURXakDXrJyzfN8PqimuctjzEn3dqKU96US3DnRYHIUYsV63kPln5hiNzNUef8fitK8yID3CwCcknR%2BTMjkGDcRBavQpLIbZsN9CL47bYSEEAHoW55pXEYBbawjzy6NwsJh1TxVwC7sLa7Rq7UgVGAIAQobAVO2zrUsLyUmFGRoYPtTf3jAIWDaG%2FPL8TqA9X%2Fe%2B4lFuDcnhly0voQL%2BvWy3kbK%2B4pQjJchVKvu3Ei3rPstA%2BXK5Zvz1W%2FbhRbsStkJUzZlGk%2BNdXFFXT5Rj%2FE2qjoFvYtX2GOBcnf2CvShFIfCAWsn6doeHcgeAjrQYMtf8ZdEPVwY4yoAhaH0hJ417gzSPyOdYdXXh9PSdn59EBMCAxE5YweuGPO%2FcPmYCU1G%2F03UOG6rp9MVSJzkZi5sRKksDYFXz4WZj72Dy9hwOwyp%2BcX2nV4rWWZI4Km5edrMGeiQxaJFVyepNTQBiTKnyuBQvNRfeaYYFvBs97brLDvx2a34kaMJSjwGkuYZTsIYB&viewed=true
http://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=Ap2hDXX1U51GiiTC%2F5b5H5Cmt3xiIU3ovSCiysHaCOCj1p7fYKyPYfuaDfj9GVHK%2FytLqdEup6AWXswJLSvY28UQT%2BZb0rkqoem3wb4zQVXUJaCS2tq6J2RwVQctdLuk6lyQFJ8fj3JKQ75Ci%2FnYJn%2BWVLnc88DqwhjAuGuGLw3332qJZ7Cn8YWSzaYW2PwnYa10CndPOKgpSWcwGcq4dhVM%2FMEkYmFFmmhUgfgDA6J1iNOSEoMAN9JtaCKr8Sg6GinfBmrDGS9ol3%2BZ7kQ1XGwFKd4POucJ%2FEXO%2Bq17SfeaXd8eyK2CrjU09E3MZBZjJKm9BtHuhBv7mtMVf%2F0uC8MqX9OBRg94rZnZqGK4BVhYeQ0H9EFOfDx1XoxyCWdcRxB0z4tZ0wkhMXhdU4BLo6t8tufs2gXh5uoUt49kE%2B1cKMBx45Lk4kq%2B%2BPyCZ5DAlmQxEa4rfMg8O%2BwCNUr7P9qX1ZiX1tnBM9BXFdYUwS%2Bn1h7WZ0Q%2F1jEkeahwGnRX%2FfDLQdPQWD6Q1N%2FegrdBUebfxVa7fTIMG%2F3RzRrs1Ra7eLEd3V%2FvSaIdaJDQ4TP%2BhUf7l9c1wszkv3ovoHwhP4Spfv5zs%2BXuwbU4SJrVaq8SlmC%2FrVl4Mrl8kCwhaX%2BXQ4LhwNSGbxl66SLdOFP7s2XLP%2FTiL820CdCCdC4XGTb%2F81%2FzdzCKBsCxeAVEblj9ZGMcpqnsGQEofscvshaZ0DCAmartojOLabcZHAxaoCk%3D&viewed=true
http://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=B9z0qUyp9%2BhTExCGurTvU6NdXUXvG%2FDCDXIgIx4RvHBPRsSlTwYVaxzO%2FlAVnIKowbyP873OUPEOuAHMW%2BNcjq4fB%2Be4lnqUVORRyi7yVdxTktZyWrv3AiPrCyVelbAuPzvVTOtLOXFr3bKUvtiqScFAt3Mz%2FrkAf0OddQbmRZ%2B7urWXzbbeKxAb1QJZnj7tnJVFSiadZaqeTepAzkM7pBWoyuLr3ORTX7SKMBBVGG8%2BN1rJCYz25%2F4UziygZIjhUVYjfYU3sXemXiUbfz4wTN4c%2Boyq4%2B1aOxASaAiY4grHssU0PMTZGlD%2BW3xWRjlwgxbCkJGsOyCuT9Yp3GpLhOJ%2B2ofJlhhriV1OU4HgDmu9505EIuSIMOEzLYqKo7lNngSFd%2B8y9Ew8QPrf4EPIbzLtSajuhCrkP%2B8gwm0p58Mk0l6GTVLxjT2tunnd44MYRtky8iudLz9I8L6k81%2F5tJsUB26wfotBJu7vOrmfVPiMTvpJ%2BYWyU5gR1R6aHrHDCI2DFW2See3l6jZOxBFJhowbXuohNtoCZygi%2F96ko0LavIqz7KVLVtNRhqIBdK4rD2q27uTdE2te0BqjChEXxEjNTw7WqdHaKnMZV8kgpYcjiTrOpYt0wKq9rbgW0DpFaTEXrpyk3BcCyHom1DGOX1jn6uxb5nxM0lEXWMjS95E%3D&viewed=true
http://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=O4ORRFnhNuoZhM726pmwM%2F%2F3oRsNn41nFUAt0%2F%2BtX15KaBNCe1BAvuNOtb9KqHb6aXXMuapvqTEx6t0eMvaTbW606nKSdQjg3IcjSQDpk9bv3VFZ8RMLGoqeQjTmLHVByyFUQnnwIB5ExkrGaPxar5o2DDuhfNIcfged5yJlbidh7skTvRUb4G366arXMOlEoKdMAJr0ih89NxnLrBF0osKUCmk2ur7xABWVxQOOaGbJOs1lTlvQ%2BDBkBb%2Bu5IgsfV1xZ6dNg%2FlYZ%2Bj%2BXRLp%2Bo6DlODGdGpZ8CpgtV8tsUbtmTtW%2BzJcP2bkIBrwMiutJ4J1gNPBkerOCgtiKLGD%2FE1w%2FkP70ouBPMRTf8wTsz0bYgRbVGpZswIay7a%2BFydQdXxP94hKPPkMCvjJ5mCFa9aVe0fBHbAL6rUlsUN04%2FtxjhX0dVH4B3VCnFj3yAaIaDX4snlEXGCwcL2CyKzNPumLBMVxZQbuWPGFbkDlLGGDpfW0rvoXQ0fqo684scWIsUWSIjv%2F0REfU0pt0%2FuG%2B0KQPe2qeryB33e9ZOYq1T5BKiwk37UxqRaLkN8%2B0dZp0hXjNIFQebfJgj%2FWWD0n0cRFBw9JttRMhutiX5ff5LF3TC7N0oqlTyVoWImMgwWcdLMSX%2F6BgOowftiuISXTQi3T0UF9pAXjqw%2BCSmzq8wezfSl3YIzyiN4%2BY5BPMivH&viewed=true


4/4/17, 3(16 PMJoel Hardin helped make tracking evidence more prominent in the courts | The Latest | tdn.com

Page 4 of 4http://tdn.com/news/joel-hardin-helped-make-tracking-evidence-more-prominent-in-the/article_79cd28b2-fcab-5e01-b3c8-6051d3159107.html

A look at every album of the year
winner since the ACM Awards
began

Graphic photos: Suspected Syria
gas attack kills dozens, including
children A bathroom remodeler in your

town

Photos: People around the world
celebrate International Pillow
Fight Day

Today’s top pics: North Carolina
captures NCAA title and more

Chimp at zoo throws feces in
woman's face

Your daily 6: A feces-flinging
chimp, bracing for border wall
and whistles rule at title game

Today In History, April 4: Martin
Luther King Jr.

More advertisers say they have
ditched Fox's O'Reilly show

Raiders owner Mark Davis calls
Vegas move 'bittersweet'

Dallas Cowboys release Tony
Romo; franchise passing leader
replacing Phil Simms on CBS

Nations turn to Plan B for hockey
at Olympics with no NHL

# $  +9

Sponsored

$  +25

http://psa-d.openx.com/w/1.0/rc?ts=1fHJpZD0yNjkyNGQ1NC0xNjUzLTQ2MjAtOGY2NS0xOTdiNjkyOWIyMjB8cnQ9MTQ5MTM0NDE1NHxhdWlkPTM0NTkxfGF1bT1ETUlELldFQnxhdXBmPWRpc3BsYXl8c2lkPTU0MTl8cHViPTg3Mjd8cGM9VVNEfHJhaWQ9ZmYwMDY5MDctYjU4NS00OTY1LTkyYmUtMDQ4MzY3Y2FmY2M4fHJzPTF8YWlkPTE3MTY3MzN8dD0xfGFzPTcyOHg5MHxsaWQ9NDAxNzd8b2lkPTE2NTAxfHA9MHxwcj0wfGF0Yj0wfGFkdj04NjQ0fGFjPVVTRHxwbT1QUklDSU5HLkNQTXxibT1CVVlJTkcuTk9OR1VBUkFOVEVFRHx1cj1LTHNmTWR3RlNl
http://tdn.com/entertainment/movies/a-look-at-every-album-of-the-year-winner-since/collection_51d98d59-c25a-5366-973b-dd0977fe1ca2.html
http://tdn.com/entertainment/movies/a-look-at-every-album-of-the-year-winner-since/collection_51d98d59-c25a-5366-973b-dd0977fe1ca2.html
http://tdn.com/news/world/graphic-photos-suspected-syria-gas-attack-kills-dozens-including-children/collection_9dde8667-6e42-5fde-bf66-f9e971527127.html
http://tdn.com/news/world/graphic-photos-suspected-syria-gas-attack-kills-dozens-including-children/collection_9dde8667-6e42-5fde-bf66-f9e971527127.html
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjstFoQKEXrkuosFWXl05EOmy8JH5vEeWWcV4AWdWjn668iNvxsjrUxGGLbDHpFMLlSnCWZpTzfoyYPrgbGD2PE2QXGYs7zl4yPZQTrJUAf4FlDkfSRkWpkyHd6RU-m92sew6OO4jMYzD9Tn8Z8_WnIzvtWXES5uNljHtLrrg_RzjgfEpV8keVWmpE6MgwAPe0c12huraGnlB0PcStHQPOAvAI-_NEqqD_HS11LSsWGePJ1Xt248g%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzKuiaUI13l52EAE%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://leeaws.com/featured_pros/?id=daily-headlines-remodeling-contractors&project_id=63&project=remodeling-contractors&task=63&context=asset
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjstFoQKEXrkuosFWXl05EOmy8JH5vEeWWcV4AWdWjn668iNvxsjrUxGGLbDHpFMLlSnCWZpTzfoyYPrgbGD2PE2QXGYs7zl4yPZQTrJUAf4FlDkfSRkWpkyHd6RU-m92sew6OO4jMYzD9Tn8Z8_WnIzvtWXES5uNljHtLrrg_RzjgfEpV8keVWmpE6MgwAPe0c12huraGnlB0PcStHQPOAvAI-_NEqqD_HS11LSsWGePJ1Xt248g%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzKuiaUI13l52EAE%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://leeaws.com/featured_pros/?id=daily-headlines-remodeling-contractors&project_id=63&project=remodeling-contractors&task=63&context=asset
http://tdn.com/lifestyles/photos-people-around-the-world-celebrate-international-pillow-fight-day/collection_98bdd6bd-8b24-5ca1-a1a4-24f7bab43380.html
http://tdn.com/lifestyles/photos-people-around-the-world-celebrate-international-pillow-fight-day/collection_98bdd6bd-8b24-5ca1-a1a4-24f7bab43380.html
http://tdn.com/now/today/history/today-s-top-pics-north-carolina-captures-ncaa-title-and/collection_d74662d7-75da-56d6-ae6d-18a48311b939.html
http://tdn.com/now/today/chimp-at-zoo-throws-feces-in-woman-s-face/youtube_7ee7c38d-a05b-5064-ac66-3a2cd8650dee.html
http://tdn.com/now/today/your-daily-a-feces-flinging-chimp-bracing-for-border-wall/collection_370d1d25-e4c9-586f-8eab-a86e608990ad.html
http://tdn.com/now/today/history/today-in-history-april-martin-luther-king-jr/collection_1c4a0141-5c90-59de-aab5-e9e5ca32b98b.html
http://tdn.com/entertainment/more-advertisers-say-they-have-ditched-fox-s-o-reilly/article_64bbeb48-54cd-5098-b77d-5ad22a46fb78.html
http://tdn.com/sports/football/raiders-owner-mark-davis-calls-vegas-move-bittersweet/article_4302f2dd-920b-57c4-822b-b8eecc232294.html
http://tdn.com/sports/football/dallas-cowboys-release-tony-romo-franchise-passing-leader-replacing-phil/article_2fb7d714-59e0-597f-b27a-c8efcbe9c00a.html
http://tdn.com/sports/nations-turn-to-plan-b-for-hockey-at-olympics-with/article_09ffc36b-ff1c-5873-b1e9-9bbe50c82fed.html

